by the antagonistic attitude of the general public, and this attitude, chiefly caused by ignorance, unless modified by suitable and lucid explanation, will in all probability prevent any great change in the existing Anatomy Act. In the present article we shall devote ourselves entirely to the difficulties and drawbacks of the past.
Great reforms are urgently necessary; and in a second article, after recent consultation with some of the leading surgeons and anatomists in London, we shall attempt to outline both the possibilities and probabilities ahead. The present sketch is perhaps in places almost unpleasant reading, and the atrocities of the long past are happily in no sense represented to-day; but one feels that the whole situation should be dealt with, or else left alone.
In the early part of the last century a reason which greatly added to the dislike of dissection amongst the public was that it was regarded as a disgrace, for it was one of the penalties attached to capital punishment. 
